
Appendix A: Public Participation 
 
Public Meeting Outreach 
 

1. Public Notices 
 
 

City Council Announcement 
City Council Meeting 

Tuesday, March 12, 2013 
 

Topic: Housing Element Workshops    
Community Development  

 
 

• The City of Irvine will host two workshops to solicit community feedback on its Housing 

Element, which guides the City’s housing goals and policies to provide safe and decent 

housing for all Irvine residents. 

 

• The first workshop is tomorrow, Wednesday, March 13th from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in the 

Civic Center Conference and Training Center. 

 

• The second workshop is Tuesday, March 19th from 5:30-7:30 p.m., also in the 

Conference and Training Center here at the Civic Center. 

 

• For more information, please contact Amy Mullay at 949-724-7454. 
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From: Reginamarie DeOnate  

Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2013 5:10 PM 

Subject: Irvine - Public Comment Meeting - Standing offer to Speak or Strategically Plan for 

Inclusive Living Arrangements 

 

Public Record:  

1) Greying of Society: The Demographic Changes will have significant impact on all residents of 

particular importance is the foresight of planning factors that should be considered as  

(a) increase percentage of residents who will have geriatric considerations but with fewer options 

more are opting to remain in-home longer  

(b) remaining in home longer implies an increase in residents with more advanced needs (e.g., 

mobility as gait becomes unsteady, mobility require more time to cross street, mobility higher 

number of powered scooters and wheelchairs, mobility as vision decreases depth perception is 

affected and the fall risk increases when steps/drops are not clearly delineated (bright paint - 

empirically neon yellow-green is more effective for visual discrimination than standard canary 

yellow) and durable medical equipment in units many which are required to have back up 

generators to avoid a medical crisis (respiratory distress in the event of a power shortage for 

residents on oxygen supplementation) 

(c) empirically multi-generational residential units reflect improved health outcomes and higher 

scores in quality of life indexes when there is a communal option** this is also a double-

demographic factor since certain ethnic affiliations are averse to senior placements and there are 

cultural expectations for elders and unmarried adult children to remain in the home - larger units 

or variations with in-law suites or connected duplexes/casitas are prime examples of multi-

generational units found in other communities 

(d) there is likely to be a statistically significant increase in Disabled Placards but insufficient 

number of designated parking spaces as current residents age and current residents with 

child/adult mobility impaired dependents both vy for the Disabled Spaces in commercial and 

residential areas 

 

2) Demographically the influx of new residents reflects the burgeoning increase in Biomedical, 

Health Science, and IT employers relocating to OC or establishing ancillary offices in the city. A 

very large number of these residents had different demographic and housing considerations. 

(a)  A majority of entry-level and middle-management are single who seek to live close to 

employer in smaller units - this would be ideal for "Mini-Suites" that developers are creating in 

cities such as Pasadena, Chicago, New York. Mini-Suite is analogous to the housing offerings on 

many colleges with Small Rentals (200-400 sq ft) that include communal recreational and meal 

preparation areas. These residents often travel frequently (sometimes are abroad for months 

monitoring clinical trials or establishing brand) and do not necessitate the same offerings as 

residents who seldom travel for work. 
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(b) In contrast, an increase in urban families are demographically changing as they place more 

importance on conscientious social living with a strong sense of community. These families seek 

residential offerings that are analogous to Co-Op living that is seen in districts like Davis and 

other areas of the Bay. This Co-Op also has smaller units with communal areas for recreation, 

cooking, socializing, and business. Because cooking is often rotated on weekly schedules most 

individual units only have modest kitchenettes for basic needs but a large commercial kitchen. 

 

3.Demographically as unemployment decreases we will have a higher number of residents who 

require "Inclusive/Assistive" residential support but exceed the "LOW INCOME HOUSING 

LEVELS" that have been established. Many individuals with a disability have a working parent 

or family member they encounter increased costs to care for the disabled family members yet 

they are above the "LOW INCOME" thresholds. Rather than focusing exclusively on low 

income a paradigm shift to "Inclusive Irvine" or "Accessible Irvine" is more conducive to the 

aforementioned suggestions. Developments with variable options such as higher number of 

disabled assigned parking, or units with simple economical safety accessories available (low 

entry bathtubs or not bathtubs just shower seats), no carpeting to allow for better control of 

walkers and wheelchairs, and a modest offering to the residents with a disabled loved one 

(Developers can claim these low cost modifications under "DISABILITY ACCESS CREDIT" to 

reduce gross amount pre-taxed. 
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To: Beth Hanson, Irvine Planning Commission 

cc:  Mark Asturias, Irvine Land Trust 

       Amy Mullay, Senior Planner Housing Division 

 

In one of my favorite movies “You’ve Got Mail”, the big book store is putting the small local book store 
out of business, when the two owners have this exchange.  “It is business” says the big store owner; the 
local book store owner says “No, it is personal”.  Housing for our child is personal to us. 

First Definitions and the confusion they create: 

• California definition - A "developmental disability" is defined as a disability that originates 
before an individual becomes 18 years old, continues, or can be expected to continue, 
indefinitely, and constitutes a substantial disability for that individual. This includes Mental 
Retardation, Cerebral Palsy, Epilepsy, and Autism. 
 

• Federal Government definition – California PLUS solely physically disabled and mentally ill 
 

• Special Needs definition – California PLUS physical or mental, senior households, large 
households, single-parent households, homeless and farm workers. 

I am not being critical of your work, but you must understand for myself and many 
parents/grandparents of children/adults with developmental disabilities it is critically personal.  In fact, 
it is the biggest concern many of us have - “what will happen to my child who is so dependent on living 
in our home when we can no longer care for them or we pass away”.  Even if we are fortunate enough 
to own a home free and clear the adult cannot even afford the property taxes and maintenance 
requirements.  Even if we live in an apartment, they cannot afford the rent or the annual increases in 
rent.  HUD vouchers are open every seven years or so and getting one is like winning the lottery - not 
very likely.  Even if you had a voucher, do you know of an Irvine Apartment that will accept it and has an 
opening? 

Place yourself in our position.  You have a child with Autism (or intellectual disability or Down 
Syndrome).  You are in your late 60’s and have been caring for your child since birth or 30+years.  You 
have no relative able or willing to accept your child in their home.  So based on the affordable housing 
options in Irvine that exist today  where will you arrange to send them prior your death or inability to 
care for them in your home?  Recognize that our population is 4 times more likely to be assaulted, 
abused, or taken advantage of.  You do have comfort that the Regional Center of Orange County will 
provide needed support services, but they cannot by law provide housing.    Ability First Apartments is 
for the Developmentally Disabled, physically disabled, or those with chronic mental illness and they are 
full.  Mariposa Villas is only for the physically disabled.  Most other affordable housing options are for 
families or senior citizens.  So where exactly will your child go? 

Do you still see the 2013 to 2021 Housing Element Report as a hopeful long term solution to your deeply 
personal concerns for housing for your developmentally disable adult as defined by California? 
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History: 

Most adults over the age of 60 didn’t go to school with this population and many don’t understand their 
needs or contributions.  This population was either housed at home or in a State run Developmental 
Center.  At one time the Fairview Developmental Center in Costa Mesa had 2,000 beds for this 
population.  Around 1995 the decision was made to greatly reduce the number of clients housed in 
California Developmental Centers.  In 1999 there were 900 clients housed in Costa Mesa and now there 
are less than 300. 

Unfortunately, there was no real plan as to where these clients would find housing.  Cities were not 
responsible for providing specific housing projects.  The concept was that the Regional Centers would 
find homes for them in the appropriate City.  However, even today most Cities of Orange County have 
not made up for the loss of Developmental Center housing and are definitely not in a position to 
accommodate the anticipated addition clients.  (Autism/ASD is the primary reason for this increase) 

The Orange County Regional Center met the challenge to help this population relocate even though they 
are by law restricted from purchasing homes for their clients. 

 

Specific comments/concerns in regards to the Housing Element Final Draft: 

First and top Concern: 

Starting with Page C-48 “Special Housing Needs” definitions are switched  back and forth leading to 
misunderstandings on exactly what is available for the Developmentally Disabled as defined by the State 
of California, the Lanterman Act and therefor the Regional Center of Orange County.  It is terribly 
misleading to quote the Regional Center of Orange County numbers (Table C-28) then switched  to the 
Federal Definition of Developmentally Disable which includes mental or physical impairment to assert 
there are housing options for the Developmentally Disabled per the California definition which excludes 
mental or physically impaired.   

The Draft should be made to clearly show existing housing resources for the Developmentally Disabled 
as defined by California.  This lack of clarity, in my option, was the basis for Senate Bill 812 which 
amended State housing element law to require the analysis of the disabled to include the special 
housing needs of persons with developmental disabilities, an assessment of housing needs, and a 
discussion of potential resources. 

In my option, past failures to specifically comply with intent of SB812 is the reason that not one single 
housing option exists for the Developmentally Disabled as defined by California.  See pages C-32, 33, 34, 
35 and you will not find one Project that meets the above requirement. 

Second Concern: 

I understand that a Housing Element Plan is an overall plan not a specific project plan for any specific 
segment or is it?  If that is true why are there so many housing options for senior citizens such as 
Woodbridge Manor, Meadows Mobil Home Park, etc?  Our population have the same needs for support, 
transportation, etc.  so why so many accommodations for those 55 and older.  Our young adults do not 
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have a Senior Citizen Center to go to even though the Regional Center or a non-profit would provide 
many of the services?  Why isn’t there an annex at the Lake Senior Citizen Center for our population?   

Well at least the City allocated land for a Dog Park so our dogs can socialize (sorry, couldn’t pass this up). 

Under Goal 6.0 how could it hurt to have a Policy 6.3 that specifically addresses the underserved 
developmentally disabled as defined by California even if it simply states “we will conduct further study 
to better identify the housing options for  the developmentally disabled as defined by California”? 

Third Concern: 

Page C-43 “Inclusionary Zoning In-Lieu Fee” discusses the requirement that 15 percent of all new units in 
Irvine be affordable to very low-, low- and moderate-income households with 5% reserved for the very-
low-income households.  (let me point out when parents have no reasonable option other than to keep 
their developmentally disabled adult at home, they would in most cases not show up in the data as the 
criteria looks at household income – at least this is my understanding).  With so many new 
apartments/homes being built over the past four years why aren’t there ample assets to provide 
housing for the very low-income which should include our population?   

In the same paragraph, it states “An additional 250 very low and low income units have been entitled” 
so where are the ones for the developmentally disable as defined by California? 

General Concern: 

The State Senate went to a great deal of trouble to craft SB812 to at least impact the lack of housing for 
the Developmentally Disabled per the California definition but apparently it has failed to result in 
specific changes to a City’s Housing Element Plan to make any meaningful difference.  Where there was 
hope there is now disappointment. 

Would this be acceptable if you had a child/grandchild with a Developmental Disability and a client of 
the Regional Center? 

Paul Harvey 

 

Please see website below  with an audio Power Point  for one option for housing:  

http://my.brainshark.com/HOUSING-OPTION-FOR-PEOPLE-WITH-DEVELOPMENTAL-DISABILITIES-
revised-July-25-2012-404913490 

Parent of 31 year old son with a developmental disability as defined by California 

Past Chair and member of Irvine Disability Advisory Board 

Past appointee to California Governors Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities 

Past invitee to then President Clinton’s forum on issues at work shelters for developmentally disabled  

Member and Co-Chair of the Regional Center of Orange County Housing Committee 

Business Volunteer to IUSD Transition program reporting to Linda O’Neal 
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For your information and consideration (provided by Paul Harvey): 

As parents of children/adults with developmental disabilities as defined by the State of California 
(footnote 1), we offer this information and background for your review as you consider the Housing 
Elements Final Draft.  

• We do not want our request for clarity in regards to our population’s housing needs to cause the 
City of Irvine to suffer any penalties due to a late filing of their Housing Elements Report.   

o We did try to educate City Staff on our needs starting with a formal meeting on 
September 27th 2012 with Director of Community Services, Principal Planner, 
Community Services, Manager of Housing, and others.  On February 20th we also make a 
presentation to the Irvine Land Trust Board outlining the needs and requesting the 
formation of a Task Force, which, as you know, resulted in City Council action asking 
Staff to review needs and advisability of a Task Force.  We had representatives stating 
our population’s needs at two public input meetings on the development of the Housing 
Elements Plan. 

• As stated by a Planning Commissioner, the City of Irvine has always been proud of their 
proactive policies to meet the needs of their residents without waiting for edicts from the State 
or Federal Government.  It is our desire that the City of Irvine will become a model for other 
Cities to follow in regards to planning for our population.  (Presently there are other Orange 
County Cities that are more progressive in meeting the housing needs of our population.  
Example: Anaheim) 

• We recognize that no two cities are exactly alike and in some ways older cities have unique 
opportunities that Irvine does not.  On the other hand, Irvine has unique, yet unexplored, 
opportunities that other cities do not. 

• It is very difficult for our parents to understand all the housing and accommodations afforded to 
citizens 55 and older, yet, our population which have many of the same limitations do not have 
these options and in fact are excluded from senior citizen housing developments and 
accommodations. 

• We feel it is important to understand what has changed over the years and what has not. 
o In the early 1990’s State developmental centers (Fairview in Costa Mesa is one) 

provided housing for this population.  Fairview during this period provided 2,000 beds 
for the developmentally disabled. 

o As late as 1997, Fairview housed 900.  Around 1995 the State mandated the reduction in 
Developmental Centers residents sending them out into their respective communities.  
Today Fairview houses less than 400. 

o  What has not changed is lack of specific city responsibility in their housing plans to 
accommodate the reduction in housing provided by Developmental Centers and the 
significant growth in the number of persons with Developmental Disabilities.  
Autism/Autism Spectrum Disorder presently account for a large percentage of this 
growth. 
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o Sadly a reduction in growth especially in the Down Syndrome population is a result of 
medical technology that predicts Down Syndrome in the early stage of pregnancy.  
According to recent statistics, parents receiving this diagnosis decide on abortion over 
60% of the time. 
 

• Uniqueness of this population: 
o Irvine Unified School District has an excellent reputation for working with our 

population through the age of 22.  Starting at age 18, most enter a program known as 
the Transition Program to instill skills that can lead to employment as well as 
independent living skills that can lead to more independent living in the community.  
However, with very few exceptions, our population requires supported services to live 
more independently and receive these supports from the Regional Center which are 
provided through non-profit agencies commissioned by the Regional Center. 

o As clients of the Regional Center each person with a developmental disability has 
specific services identified to meet their unique needs.   

o This population receives SSI from the State amounting to approximately $850 per 
month.  This all but assured income stream is a positive but comes with constraints.  
Only a portion of their SSI income can be used for housing.  Our population cannot have 
more than $2,000 in their name or they will lose many of their benefits and for 
approximately every two dollars earned at their job their SSI is reduced by one dollar.  
One exception is, they can own a car; however, less than 5% can pass the driving test.  
Another is they can own a home.  Medical insurance is also a benefit. 

o Regional Center of Orange County data shows 276 clients age 23 or older.  However, 
there will likely not be a rush by parents to put their child in affordable housing for the 
following variety of reasons. 
 Many parents love having their child at home and are fearful they will not get 

the care, medical attention and monitoring, and of course love they have at 
home. 

 Their child may be very fearful of moving out from their parent’s home. 
 Many parents utilize their child’s SSI income to compensate for their cost for 

keeping them at home. 
 Some parents qualify for IHSS that basically offsets the cost of their time to 

provide services for their more involved child.   
 Some parents prefer a Group Home concept run by the owner of the home or a 

not-for-profit agency.  There will be some who would prefer to move their child 
out of their Group Home into affordable housing with services provided by the 
Regional Center. 

o Our population desire for housing options vary.  There is no single solution, just as there 
is no single solution for senior citizens.   

o To the credit of the City of Irvine, they have an overall philosophy of including affordable 
housing in natural housing settings.  However, senior citizens (which have many of the 
same needs as our population) have chosen village type housing developments such as 
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the Meadows Mobil Home Park, the Groves, and other senior/disabled housing.  
Options not presently available but desirable my many parent of our population.  

o Although progress has been made in attitudes about employment of people with 
developmental disabilities.  Many major companies and small companies do utilize the 
abilities of this population.  However, approximately 60% are unemployed with a 
significant number working less than 30 hours per week.  Even today major corporations 
in Irvine are unwilling to consider the utilization of this population.  The School District 
Transitions Program has difficulty finding companies willing to allow their students to 
train in their facility even though they cover their liability insurance, often IUSD will 
provide a job coach, and often do not required a wage just to get the experience.  Irvine 
City Hall stands out a model for other Cities in their utilization of the developmentally 
disabled in their mailroom and Senior Citizen Center. 
 

In summary, there is no single answer.  Irvine Housing Elements Plan needs to address the needs of the 
developmentally disabled as defined by California.  We feel a Task Force, focused on all the options for 
housing or our population, can and will produce meaningful long term options to meet the needs of 
Irvine Residents who are developmentally disabled and lay the ground work for future needs. 

Footnote: 

Here is the definition from the Lanterman Act, Welfare and Institutions Code 4512.   
    (a) "Developmental disability" means a disability that originates 
 before an individual attains age 18 years, continues, or can be 
 expected to continue, indefinitely, and constitutes a substantial 
 disability for that individual. As defined by the Director of 
 Developmental Services, in consultation with the Superintendent of 
 Public Instruction, this term shall include mental retardation, 
 cerebral palsy, epilepsy, and autism. This term shall also include 
 disabling conditions found to be closely related to mental 
 retardation or to require treatment similar to that required for 
 individuals with mental retardation, but shall not include other 
 handicapping conditions that are solely physical in nature. 
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June 5, 2013 

City of Irvine 
Planning Commission 
1 Civic Center Plaza 
Irvine, CA 92623 

Dear Chair Kuo and Planning Commissioners: 

As one of the housing representatives for Regional Center of Orange County, I wanted to follow up after attending the 
Planning Commission meeting on Thursday, May 16th.  I have attended many city meetings to advocate for the affordable 
housing needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and provide details for the Housing Element updates but 
none of the meetings have been as productive and forward moving as The City of Irvine’s Planning Commission.  Your 
unanimous vote to support the motion made by Councilwoman Christina Shea is proof of your commitment to better the 
lives of the individuals we serve so they may have a place to call home in a great city such as Irvine.  While we believe 
the Housing Element is an important document, you also understood that it is a policy and program document as opposed 
to a guide for project development which we hope to work toward together through the Task Force.  

On a personal note, I have a son, Michael who is 19 and has significant developmental disabilities.  We recently moved to 
Irvine so Michael would have the opportunity to live within Irvine Unified School District and attend Legacy Creekside 
until he turns 22.  After that chapter, we’ll be researching work, volunteer programs and housing options for the future.  
As other parents have shared, it is very overwhelming to lie in bed at night and wonder about the safety and future of our 
loved ones who are so vulnerable.  The truth is many days and nights are filled with random thoughts and worry about the 
future and when we are gone.     

While it is cliché, it truly does take a village to provide a meaningful life for our children we love.  Many parents in 
Orange County choose to keep their young adults at home due to the lack of affordable housing options.  With the 
direction we are headed in Irvine, I don’t plan on that to be our future.  Instead, I envision Michael’s adult years to be in 
The City of Irvine where he can be part of a community that is proud of providing living opportunities that any of us 
would want for ourselves and our families.  I believe my son and all people who didn’t have the choice to have a 
developmental disability should have the choice to live in a safe and clean environment that embraces all people who also 
deserve to have a place to call home.  I believe the best place is The City of Irvine. 

Many thanks for your time.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need any additional information about the services 
and supports we provide to individuals with developmental disabilities at Regional Center of Orange County.  

Sincerely, 

Jacqui 

 

Jacqui Kerze, Community Outreach Coordinator and Parent 
Regional Center of Orange County 
Jkerze@rcocdd.com 

(714) 345-2503 
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COMMENTS HOUSING ELEMENT RESPONSE 
General Inquiry:  
What process is followed to assess special 
population housing needs? 

The Housing Element contains an analysis of 
any special housing needs, such as the elderly, 
persons with disabilities, large families, 
families with female heads of household and 
the homeless. The analysis follows the 
requirements of Government Code Section 
65583(a)(7). The requisite analysis includes the 
following: 
 

• A quantification of the total number of 
persons and households in the special 
needs housing group. 

• A quantification and qualitative 
description of the need, including a 
description of the potential housing 
problems faced by the special needs 
group, a description of any existing 
resources and programs and an 
assessment of unmet needs. 

• Identification of potential program or 
policy options and resources to address 
the need. 

RHNA Allocation:  
Why does RHNA not provide a requirement 
specifically addressing the special needs 
population? 

The RHNA only requires municipalities to 
address housing needs for persons at all 
income levels. State legislation and the RHNA 
process are intended to address housing needs 
for projected state population and household 
growth.  
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COMMENTS HOUSING ELEMENT RESPONSE 
Concerns About Affordable Housing 
Options for Developmentally Disabled 
Adults: 

 

The City of Irvine should develop innovative 
approaches to support the development of 
inclusive housing. There are a number of 
creative methods for providing affordable 
population specific or mixed population 
housing developments. 

The City of Irvine has developed innovative 
approaches to developing inclusive housing 
through the following: 
 

• Adoption of an Inclusionary Housing 
Ordinance in 2003, which requires 15 
percent of all new residential units to be 
affordable to very low, low and 
moderate income households. 
 

• Adoption of an Affordable Housing 
Strategy & Implementation Plan in 
2006 that incorporates objectives and 
strategies aimed at developing 
permanent affordable housing in the 
City.  

 
• Creation of the Irvine Community Land 

Trust (Land Trust), a nonprofit public 
benefit corporation dedicated to 
providing affordable housing 
opportunities for the community. 

 
Prior to the adoption/implementation of the 
innovative approaches listed above, the Irvine 
City Council created the Irvine Residents with 
Disability Advisory Board (IRDAB) in 1990 to 
ensure residents with disabilities have equal 
access in community life. This voluntary Board 
consists of sixteen members. At least 51% of 
members have disabilities and the remainder of 
the Board is comprised of residents who have a 
family member with a disability and/or work in 
the field of disability services. IRDAB's 
mission is identifying and recommending 
programs and services meeting the physical 
and social needs of residents who have 
disabilities, regardless of age. The Board 
provides advocacy and support for programs 
related to community needs and propose 
recommendations to a variety of City 
departments. IRDAB also works 
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collaboratively with vital community 
organizations.  

IRDAB meetings are held the first Tuesday of 
every month at 6:00 p.m. at the Irvine Civic 
Center, 1 Civic Center Plaza Irvine, CA 92606. 
Meetings are open to the public. 

More recently the City has partnered with 
Jamboree Housing Corporation, a non-profit 
developer to build an all affordable housing 
complex called Doria Apartments, which has 
134 units affordable to households earning 
30% to 60% of the Area Median Income. 
Twenty of the 134 units will be restricted for 
persons receiving services through the Mental 
Health Services Act (MHSA), administered by 
the County of Orange. In addition, the City in 
partnership with the Irvine Community Land 
Trust (ICLT) is currently developing a 104 unit 
affordable apartment complex that will restrict 
11 units for persons receiving services through 
the MHSA. AbilityFirst and Mariposa Villas 
are two existing affordable apartment 
complexes in the City exclusively for lower 
income persons with disabilities. These two 
developments have a total of 64 units. A total 
of three properties (Harvard Manor, Inn at 
Woodbridge and Woodbridge Manor) have 
307 units restricted to lower income seniors. 
All of the units at the Inn at Woodbridge and 
Woodbridge Manor are restricted to seniors. Of 
the 100 units at Harvard Manor 26 are 
restricted to lower income seniors. The 
remaining 74 units are restricted to lower 
income families.  
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COMMENTS HOUSING ELEMENT RESPONSE 
There is a shortage of affordable housing for 
adults with developmental disabilities that have 
extremely low and very low income. Parents of 
developmentally disabled children often do not 
have the resources to purchase housing that can 
be left to their children upon their death. 
However, they may have assets that could be 
pooled to leverage private sector funds, or that 
could be used to buy shares in a co-operatively 
owned and managed development.  

The City currently has over 3,600 affordable 
units, many of which are restricted for 
extremely low and very low income 
households. In addition, there are six adult 
residential care facilities in the City for persons 
with developmental disabilities.  
 
The City has facilitated partnerships with for-
profit or non-profit developers and will 
continue to facilitate partnerships in the future 
if private sector funds are available to assist in 
the financing of a project specifically for 
persons with developmental disabilities.  

The Housing Element should specifically 
address the needs of the developmentally 
disabled population whenever the design of a 
new development or the rehabilitation of an 
existing development is being considered. 
Units should be configured in a cluster to allow 
social interaction with peers and provide 
common areas for meal preparation, dining, 
etc. This housing must be provided in the 
extremely low and very low income categories. 
The developmentally disabled community 
should be invited to the table from the very 
beginning and potential developers should be 
required to engage with representatives of that 
community.  

The Housing Element does discuss the needs 
of the developmentally disabled population 
(see Page C-48).  Additionally, in 2003 the 
City adopted an Inclusionary Housing 
Ordinance, which requires 15% of all new 
residential development be affordable to very 
low, low and moderate income households. 
The Inclusionary Housing Ordinance is a 
policy level document that can only be 
amended by direction of the City Council.  
 
In 2006 the City adopted a Housing Strategy & 
Implementation Plan, which establishes a 
housing strategy for the City that works to 
maintain the high quality of both new and 
existing housing, emphasizing permanent 
affordability whenever possible, and continue 
to disperse the affordable units throughout the 
community.  
 
Although the Inclusionary Housing Ordinance 
and the Housing Strategy & Implementation 
Plan do not separately address the needs of 
persons with developmental disabilities, they 
have resulted in the facilitation of many 
extremely low and very low income affordable 
housing units.  
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COMMENTS HOUSING ELEMENT RESPONSE 
The City of Irvine should facilitate the 
development of inclusive housing that is 
integrated with employment, transportation, 
recreation and services. The City needs to build 
a partnership with the developmentally 
disabled population, their families, caretakers, 
advocates and service providers, to work 
together to find and develop innovative 
solutions and facilitate outreach to the private 
sector and funding sources. 

The City does facilitate the development of 
inclusive housing. For example, the City 
recently facilitated through the ICLT funding 
for inclusive housing in two projects.  
Jamboree Housing Corporation (JHC) is the 
non-profit developer of Doria Apartments 
Phase I and II, an all affordable 134 unit 
complex. The project offers 20 units to lower 
income persons receiving services through the 
MHSA and offers resident services through 
Housing with HEART, JHC’s resident services 
group. Housing with HEART provides 
opportunities and resources for residents to 
enrich their quality of life. Resident services 
are specifically tailored to meet the unique 
needs of Doria residents. These programs 
include activities such as homework assistance 
and tutoring for young people, plus health and 
wellness programs and community-building 
activities for all residents. On on-site program 
coordinator assists residents in accessing local 
community services as well.   
 
The City in collaboration with the ICLT is also 
working to facilitate additional inclusive 
housing through its Alegre Apartments project, 
a 104 unit all affordable project. Of the 104 
units, eleven will be allocated to persons 
receiving services through the MHSA.   
 
These two recent projects demonstrate the 
City’s commitment to partnering with for-
profit and non-profit housing developers and 
other entities to pursue affordable housing for 
special needs groups. The City will continue to 
offer incentives and financial support, when 
feasible, to affordable housing projects for 
extremely low income households and persons 
with special needs. 
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