
Feasibility Study for the 

Irvine Great Park Library



Tonight

• Introductions……………………………..

• Presentation…………………………......

• Community Discussion …………………

Total:

5 minutes

35

60

100 minutes



• Discovery Phase    Aug. 14 – Oct. 23

• Option Development Phase  Oct 24 – Dec. 6

• Final Documents Phase   Dec. 7 – Jan. 23

Schedule
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Public OutreachCOMMUNITY DRIVEN PROCESS
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Public Outreach

• Meetings with stakeholders (UCI, School Districts, FOTL, Teens, etc.)

• Irvine Great Park Task Force Meeting:  October 5

• Community Townhall #1:  October 25

• Community Townhall #2:  November 16

   



1. Develop preliminary library program and scope 

2. Fit:  Consider siting and massing options

3. Consider size of main library in the context of branches

4. Preliminary thoughts on design 

Purpose of Study

RECOMMENDATIONS



Tonight

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The Site:  “Outside in”  

2. The Program:  “Inside out”

3. Design:  Quality and Character



The Site
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GREAT PARK: 1,300 ACRES

RIDGE VALLEY

MARINE WAY

PUSAN

CADENCE

CHINON

LIBRARY SITERUNWAY
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GREAT PARK VICINITY PLAN

FAA BUILDING

LIBRARY SITE

WASH

ARBORETUM

VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK AND 
GARDENS
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LIBRARY SITE

CADENCE

EXISTING SITE PLAN

PUSAN
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EXISTING SITE PLAN

BIKE TUNNEL

VETERANS 
MEMORIAL

FAA BUILDING

BOTANIC 
TERRACE 

ARBORETUM

LIBRARY SITE
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PUSAN

CADENCE

AERIAL VIEW OF SITE LOOKING NORTH

LIBRARY SITE
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VETERANS MEMORIAL

FAA BUILDING

ARBORETUM

BIKE TUNNEL

AERIAL VIEW OF SITE LOOKING NORTH

LIBRARY SITE
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VETERANS MEMORIAL

FAA BUILDING

BOTANIC TERRACE

ARBORETUM

LIBRARY SITE

BIKE TUNNEL

AERIAL VIEW OF SITE LOOKING EAST



1. Scale

2. Views

3. Parking

The Site  “Outside In”



Scale
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FAA BUILDING

BOTANIC TERRACE

ARBORETUM

LIBRARY SITE

BIKE TUNNEL

AERIAL VIEW OF SITE LOOKING EAST

VETERANS MEMORIAL
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FAA BUILDING

BOTANIC TERRACE

ARBORETUM

LIBRARY SITE

BIKE TUNNEL

AERIAL VIEW OF SITE LOOKING EAST

VETERANS MEMORIAL

1,200 FT
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NATIONAL MALL REFLECTING POOL:  2,000 FEET
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Views
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Parking
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ARBORETUM

BIKE TUNNEL

VETERANS MEMORIAL

VIEW OF SITE LOOKING NORTH
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LIBRARY LAWN AS AN 
EXTENSION OF THE 

MEMORIAL

VETERANS MEMORIAL

VIEW OF SITE LOOKING NORTH
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VETERANS MEMORIAL

OPPORTUNITY WITH GRADE DIFFERENTIAL? 

CADENCE
STREET ELEVATION

15 FT 
FROM STREET TO SITE

LIBRARY SITE 
ELEVATION
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PARKING FOR 400 
CARS AT PARK LEVEL

OPPORTUNITY WITH GRADE DIFFERENTIAL? 
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LEVEL OVER PARKING

LIBRARY ENTRANCE AND PARKING FACES LIBRARY LAWN AND ENTRANCE PLAZA
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PARK AT STREET 
LEVEL OVER PARKING

LIBRARY ENTRANCE AND PARKING FACES LIBRARY LAWN AND ENTRANCE PLAZA

FOOTPRINT FOR THE 
LIBRARY ABOVE
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PARK AT STREET 
LEVEL OVER PARKING

A PARK OVER PARKING



GREAT PARK AND THE LIBRARY SITE Recommendations

IRVINE GREAT PARK LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY JOHNSON FAVARO   Community Townhall 2   November 16, 2023

LIBRARY 
CONFIGURATION, 
CHARACTER AND 

MASSING?

VIEW OF SITE LOOKING NORTH
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EXISTING SITE PLAN

LIBRARY  & LIBRARY 
PARKING SITE AREA
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PARKING 
410 CARS

PICK UP & DROP-OFF

PICK UP & DROP-OFF

PROPOSED PARKING AT PARK LEVEL
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LIBRARY & 
2.7 ACRE

LIBRARY PARK

2.7 ACRE PARK AT STREET LEVEL
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LIBRARY AND PARK AT STREET LEVEL

CADENCE/PUSAN 
CROSSWALKS & 

PEDESTRIAN 
CONNECTION TO 

ARBORETUEM

CADENCE 
PEDESTRIAN 
ENTRANCE
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LIBRARY AND PARK AT STREET LEVEL

SIGHT LINES FROM 
PEDESTRIAN 
ENTRANCE

CADENCE 
PEDESTRIAN 
ENTRANCE
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LIBRARY AND PARK AT STREET LEVEL

230’ SETBACK
FROM CADENCE

230’
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THE LIBRARY OUTDOORS
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CHILDREN’S LIBRARY AND AN OUTDOOR LEARN/PLAY AREA
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LIBRARY CAFE
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CULINARY/ NUTRITION / WELLNESS
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YOUTH SERVICES
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COLLABORATION AND INNOVATION
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TECHNOLOGY AND CURRENT EXPECTATIONS
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GREAT PARK MAIN LIBRARY SITE

GREAT PARK MAIN LIBRARY SITE
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EXISTING BRANCH LOCATIONS

GREAT PARK MAIN LIBRARY SITE

KATIE WHEELER BRANCH LIBRARY

UNIVERSITY PARK BRANCH 
LIBRARY

HERITAGE PARK  BRANCH LIBRARY
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KEY STAKEHOLDERS 

IRVINE VALLEY COLLEGE

UC IRVINE

CADENCE PARK SCHOOL

MAIN LIBRARY SITE

PORTOLA HIGH SCHOOL

BEACON PARK K-8 SCHOOL

SOLIS PARK SCHOOL

PORTOLA SPRINGS ELEMENTARY

LOMA RIDGE ELEMENTARY



Public OutreachCOMMUNITY DRIVEN PROCESS
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• International languages collection (Adult & Children’s)

• Marine Corps Research Library

• Local History collection & archives

• Collaboration with Irvine Historical Museum 

• Partnership with UCI to access University Archives

   
THE COLLECTION

Program
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CITY OF IRVINE:  450,000 POPULATION IN 15 YEARS = 225,000 SF

POPULATION

320,000
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For Comparison

CITY OF IRVINE:  450,000 POPULATION IN 15 YEARS = 225,000 SF

SIZE OF CENTRAL 
LIBRARY

320,000
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For Comparison

CITY OF IRVINE:  450,000 POPULATION IN 15 YEARS = 225,000 SF

NUMBER OF 
BRANCHES & 

SF OF BRANCHES

320,000
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For Comparison

STATE MEDIAN: .46 SF/CAPITA

CITY OF IRVINE:  450,000 POPULATION IN 15 YEARS = 225,000 SF

TOTAL LIBRARY FLOOR 
AREA PER CAPITA

320,000

ASSUMING 450,000 POPULATION IN 15 YEARS = 
225,000 SF OF LIBRARY FLOOR AREA BETWEEN 

CENTRAL LIBRARY AND BRANCHES
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MANHATTAN BEACH RIVERSIDE

NEWPORT BEACH LONG BEACH
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CAMBRIDGE, MA AUSTIN, TX

CHICAGO, IL CEDAR RAPIDS, IA NORFOLK, VA
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PROPOSED :  90,000 SF – 95,000 SF

STAFF OFFICES & 
WORKROOMS

GENERAL BUILDING 
SERVICES

SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS

LIBRARY ENTRANCE

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY

TEEN SPACE
STAFF OFFICES & 

WORKROOMS

LITERACY CENTER

LIBRARY CAFE

MARKETPLACE / 
POPULAR LIBRARY

ADULT COLLLECTION & 
SEATING
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PROPOSED :  90,000 SF – 95,000 SF

PROPOSED WITH ROOFTOP READING ROOM & EVENT SPACE – 100,000 – 105,000 SF

STAFF OFFICES & 
WORKROOMS

GENERAL BUILDING 
SERVICES

SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS

LIBRARY ENTRANCE

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY

TEEN SPACE
STAFF OFFICES & 

WORKROOMS

LITERACY CENTER

LIBRARY CAFE

MARKETPLACE / 
POPULAR LIBRARY

ADULT COLLLECTION & 
SEATING

ROOFTOP READING 
ROOM
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LOCAL HISTORY & 
SPECIAL 

COLLECTIONS

GENERAL BUILDING 
SERVICES

LIBRARY CAFE

PUBLIC MEETING 
ROOMS

ADULT COLLECTIONS 
& SEATING

TEEN COLLECTION & 
SEATING

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY
STAFF OFFICES & 

WORKROOMS
ROOFTOP READING 

ROOM & EVENTS
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EXTERIOR 
MAINTENANCE

PARK LEVEL – PROGRAM TEST FIT 

MOBILE COMPACT 
COLLECTION STORAGE

GENERAL LIBRARY 
STORAGE

TRASH / WASTE

LIBRARY SHIPPING / 
RECEIVING

LIBRARY RECEIVING 
STAFF

SECURITY & 
MAINTENANCE 

OFFICES

FOOD SERVICE & 
AUDITORIUM 
RECEIVING

GENERAL BUILDING SERVICES                      8,878 SF
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PARK LEVEL – PROGRAM TEST FIT

PUBLIC RESTROOMS

200 SEAT SLOPED 
FLOOR AUDITORIUM

AUDITORIUM LOBBY

PUBLIC MEETING ROOMS                              9,765 SF
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PARK LEVEL – PROGRAM TEST FIT

CAFÉ SERVERY & 
BACK-OF HOUSE

CAFE

FOOD SERVICES                                             2,860  SF
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PARK LEVEL – PROGRAM TEST FIT

FRIENDS OF THE 
LIBRARY BOOKSALE 

AREA

FRIENDS OF THE 
LIBRARY WORKROOM  

/ STORAGE

LIBRARY ENTRANCE                                       2,860 SF
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PARK LEVEL – PROGRAM TEST FIT

MARKETPLACE / 
POPULAR LIBRARY

POPULAR LIBRARY / MARKET PLACE               1,800 SF
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STREET LEVEL (CADENCE) – PROGRAM TEST FIT

STUDY / TUTORING 
ROOMS

STORYTIME

HOMEWORIK CENTER

TWEENS

EARLY CHILDHOOD

J – MAKER SPACE

CHILDREN’S 
COLLECTION & 

SEATING

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY                                       9,702  SF
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STREET LEVEL (CADENCE) – PROGRAM TEST FIT

ADULT COLLECTION & 
SEATING

GROUP STUDY ROOMS

ADULT MAKER SPACE

ADULT COLLECTIONS & SEATING                   22,422 SF
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STREET LEVEL (CADENCE) – PROGRAM TEST FIT

TEEN COLLECTION & 
SEATING

GAMING

RECORDING STUDIO & 
TECHNOLOGY

GROUP STUDY ROOMS

TEEN SPACE                                                   3,037 SF
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STREET LEVEL (CADENCE) – PROGRAM TEST FIT

40 SEAT MEETING 
ROOM

100 SEAT MEETING 
ROOM - DIVIDABLE

PUBLIC MEETING ROOMS                              9,765 SF
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STREET LEVEL (CADENCE) – PROGRAM TEST FIT

CULINARY TEACHING 
KITCHEN & 

CLASSROOM

CULINARY / NUTRITION                                      1,780 SF
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STREET LEVEL (CADENCE) – PROGRAM TEST FIT

STAFF OFFICES AND 
WORKROOMS

STAFF OFFICES & WORKROOMS           7,945 SF
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STREET LEVEL (CADENCE) – PROGRAM TEST FIT

SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS & 

EXHIBITION

LOCAL HISTORY & 
20 SEAT MEETING 

ROOM

(3) 16 SEAT MEETING 
ROOMS

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS                  6,600 SF

PUBLIC MEETING ROOMS                 9,765 SF
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STREET LEVEL (CADENCE) – PROGRAM TEST FIT

CATERING KITCHEN

TERRACE READING 
ROOM

STORAGE

ROOF TOP TERRACE ROOM                  7,840 SF



Quality and Character
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OPTION DEVELOPMENT PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS

PARKING BELOW A 
PARK 

CONFIGURATION & MASSING
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OPTION DEVELOPMENT PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS
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OPTION DEVELOPMENT PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS

STREET LEVEL 
LIBRARY PARK

ONE STORY LIBRARY
ABOVE PARK LEVEL 

PARKING

PARKING 
BELOWLIBRARY &  

STREET LEVEL PARK
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OPTION DEVELOPMENT PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS

STREET LEVEL 
LIBRARY PARK
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OPTION DEVELOPMENT PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS

STREET LEVEL 
LIBRARY PARK
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OPTION DEVELOPMENT PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS

TWP STORY LIBRARY
ABOVE PARK LEVEL 

PARKING

STREET LEVEL 
LIBRARY PARK
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OPTION DEVELOPMENT PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS

TWO STORY LIBRARY
ABOVE PARK LEVEL 

PARKING

STREET LEVEL 
LIBRARY PARK
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OPTION DEVELOPMENT PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS

TWP STORY LIBRARY
ABOVE PARK LEVEL 

PARKING

STREET LEVEL 
LIBRARY PARK
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OPTION DEVELOPMENT PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS

STREET LEVEL 
LIBRARY PARK
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OPTION DEVELOPMENT PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS

STREET LEVEL 
LIBRARY PARK
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OPTION DEVELOPMENT PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS

THREE STORY LIBRARY
ABOVE PARK LEVEL 

PARKING

STREET LEVEL 
LIBRARY PARK
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OPTION DEVELOPMENT PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS
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