Plastic Alternative Guide

Food & Beverage Foodware
Recommendations

The City of Irvine is actively educating the community on how &
businesses, residents, and City facilities can replace single-use
plastics with reusable or non-plastic items.

Recent legislation such as AB 1276 and SB 54 is driving a statewide shift to reduce single-use plastic packaging and
increase the use of reusable and recyclable materials. In response, the City of Irvine is highlighting reusable
and nonplastic alternatives to help businesses transition smoothly. As the market shifts toward reduced
waste alternatives, Irvine aims to help businesses adapt, reduce waste, and prepare for future requirements.

GOAL: To reduce single-use plastics to protect our environment and communities.

Use reusables when possible and refer to our list of recommended non-plastic alternatives when needed.

ATTRACTING NEW CUSTOMERS
AND EARNING THEIR LOYALTY

Numerous California cities and
counties, covering over 18 million
people, have implemented single use
plastic reduction efforts.

REDUCING YOUR COSTS

Reusables reduce the frequency of
purchases and disposal costs. This
switch leads to long-term savings.

Long-Term Savings

- Plastics and alternatives are

. Environmentally Conscious
often comparable in costs.

Businesses

Waste Management Savings
9 ving « Create positive public perception

+ Using reusables reduces trash and brand recognition.

hauling fees due to less waste. . Attract new customers and

reward them for sustainable
behavior changes, securing
loyalty.

Cost-Cutting Strategies

« Use dispensers for straws and
napkins to reduce unnecessary

waste. « Increase revenue.

« Offer bulk condiments to further .
reduce costs.

Reduce waste and conserve
resources.

« Train staff to give out disposable 0
items only upon request.

Increase sustainable
consumption.

Learn more: cityofirvine.org/sustainability-division

environmentalprograms@cityofirvine.org
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ECOLOGICAL HEALTH &
SUSTAINABILITY

Reusables lessen the impact of fossil
fuel extraction, manufacturing, and
waste management.

Reduction of Plastic Pollution

+ Reusable and non-plastic items
significantly reduce plastic waste in
the environment. This change creates
healthier ecosystems and cleaner
water ways.

Lowering Carbon Footprint

+ Single-use plastics contribute to
greenhouse gas emissions throughout
their lifecycle.

+ By switching to reusables and non-
plastic items, businesses can reduce
their carbon footprint and help
combat climate change.



https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1276
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/packaging/packaging-epr/
https://cityofirvine.org/sustainability-division
mailto:environmentalprograms@cityofirvine.org

Guide Criteria

The items featured in the Irvine Plastic Alternative Guide were selected based
on strict health, safety, and environmental criteria to ensure they truly
represent sustainable choices.

Products included contain no plastic of any kind (such as polyethylene,
polypropylene, or PET), and deliberately exclude so-called “compostable”
bioplastics like PLA or PHA, which often fail to break down properly.

To protect human and ecosystem health, they are free from PFAS (per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances), bisphenols (BPA, BPS, etc.), polystyrene
(including Styrofoam), and ortho-phthalates, all of which are known for their
toxicity, persistence, or hormone-disrupting effects.

Whenever possible, items also avoid plastic packaging, including shrink
wrap, plastic caps, labels, and trays, in order to reduce hidden sources of
waste.

Materials are chosen with an emphasis on BPI certification or other third-
party compostable verifications to guarantee end-of-life responsibility.

In addition, all products are vetted to ensure they do not rely on toxic glues,
inks, or coatings, nor do they use plastic linings on aluminum products,
which often compromise recyclability.

Funded By
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https://cityofirvine.org/sustainability-division
mailto:environmentalprograms@cityofirvine.org

Save money and the environment!

Reusable foodware can reduce costs for your business.

)
Reusable Lifetime Disposable

1,000 plates

1 ceramic plate Paper with plastic ~ $12.74

9in. B 1000 uses Paper $21.97
Compostable $77.90
Styrofoam $36.86
1,000 flatware

1 metal fork $0.12 o

1 metal knife $0.29 1000 uses PIaSt!c for.k 36.29

1 metal spoon  $0.10 Plastic knife $6.29
Plastic spoon $6.29
Setof 3 $32.98
500 hot cups

1 ceramic mug Paper with plastic ~ $26.65

12 oz. $2.95 500 uses Compostable $38.48
1,000 cold cups

1 glass cup Plastic $47.70

12 oz. $1.54 1000 uses Compostable $96.94

1 plastic basket 100 baskets

red $0.27 100 uses Clay-coated paper  $1.21

/)

IMPORTANT NOTE FOR ALL FOOD SERVICE BUSINESSES:

AB 1276 requires all food service businesses to provide single-use foodware,
condiments, and utensils only upon customer request, in an effort to reduce
plastic consumption.

Funded By
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Learn more: cityofirvine.org/sustainability-division

environmentalprograms@cityofirvine.org



https://cityofirvine.org/sustainability-division
mailto:environmentalprograms@cityofirvine.org

FOODWARE

The links and prices in this guide were updated in October 2025, and are subject to change as
products, pricing, and relevant policies are updated.

The prices listed in this guide reflect standard retail rates. Most suppliers offer significant discounts
for bulk orders, wholesale purchases, or subscription plans, which can be found on their website.

Recommended Takeout Containers / Clamshells

Material Brand/Link Price

Bagasse Karat Earth $0.11 per container
Corrugated Cardboard Sabert $0.20 per container
Palm Leaves Verterra Contact Company for Pricing
Sugarcane Fibers Tellus $0.21 per container
Bamboo, Plant Fibers World Centric $0.20 per container
Recyled Paper Darling Foodservice $0.26 per container
Bagasse & Bamboo Earth’s Natural Alternative $0.43 per container
Bagasse Pulp Safe $0.33 per container
Material Brand/Link Price
Unbleached Plant Fiber World Centric $0.07 per unit
Bamboo Dixie Compostable Spoon $0.12 per unit
Bamboo Dixie Compostable Fork $0.12 per unit
Bamboo Dixie Compostable Knife $0.12 per unit
Bamboo Bambu $0.28 per unit
Wood Front of the House $0.12 per unit
Wood WoodAble $0.06 per unit
Bamboo World Centric isn(z.liczjiﬁzr:::fi;y set
Birch Wood Vegware $0.06 per unit
Food Products (Edible) Incredible Eats $0.39 per unit
Wood PackNWood $0.09 per unit
Wood VerTerra $0.44 per cutlery set

including napkin
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https://cityofirvine.org/sustainability-division
https://www.restaurantware.com/products/pulp-safe-no-pfas-added-16-oz-rectangle-white-sugarcane-bagasse-container-home-compostable-7-x-4-1-2-x-1-1-2-100-count-box
https://www.enaecogoods.com/shop/compostable-9x-9-3-compartment-takeout-containers-made-from-renewable-plant-fiber
https://www.wasserstrom.com/restaurant-supplies-equipment/fold-pak-01bpearthm-bio-plus-earth-reg%3B-26-oz----1-container---450---cs-456514
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/compostable-clamshell-container-natural-b117n
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/6-x-6-clamshell-one-compartment-no-pfas-added
https://www.verterra.com/collections/all/products/to-go-food-container-3x4-with-lid
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/sabert-4-square-corrugated-kraft-clamshell-takeout-box-case/4855021K.html
https://lollicupstore.com/products/karat-earth-6x6-pfas-free-compostable-bagasse-hinged-containers-natural-500-ct
https://www.goodstartpackaging.com/6-inch-fiber-forks-FO-FB-6-LF/?
https://www.staplesadvantage.com/dixie-compostable-bamboo-spoon-brown-1000-box-ansbam/product_24557115
https://www.staplesadvantage.com/dixie-compostable-bamboo-fork-brown-1000-box-anfbam/product_24557114
https://www.staplesadvantage.com/dixie-compostable-bamboo-knife-brown-1000-box-ankbam/product_24557116
https://www.bambuhome.com/collections/compostable-plates/products/all-occasion-veneerware-fork-case-of-250?variant=39622976798787
https://www.wasserstrom.com/restaurant-supplies-equipment/foh-reg%3B-fdf014naw28-servewise-reg%3B-625-quot%3B-wood-fork---200---cs-6041874
https://wood-able.com/product/disposable-utensil-party-pack-480-pc-mixed-utensil/
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/6-7-bamboo-cutlery-set-fork-knife-spoon-napkin
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/6-compostable-birch-wood-fork-vegware
https://incredibleeats.com/collections/edible-spoons-2-0/products/100-large-vanilla-spoons-1
https://www.wasserstrom.com/restaurant-supplies-equipment/packnwood-210cvb2-wooden-65-knife---2000---cs-6002268
https://www.wasserstrom.com/restaurant-supplies-equipment/kit-cutlery-f-k-s-napkin-medium-wt-wood-6105298
mailto:environmentalprograms@cityofirvine.org

FOODWARE

Recommended Single-Use Plates

Material Brand/Link Price

Compostable Paper Perk $0.14 per plate
Compostable Paper Perk $0.17 per plate
Palm Leaves VerTerra $0.52 per plate
Bamboo and Plant Fiber =~ World Centric $0.06 per plate
Sugarcane Fiber Responsible Products $0.09 per plate
Palm Leaf PackNWood $0.42 per plate
Paper Bunzl $0.05 per plate
Paper AJM Packaging Corporation $0.03 per plate

Recommended Single-Use Bowls

Material Brand/Link Price

Bagasse Tellus $0.03 per bowl
Bagasse Greener Earth $0.16 per bowl
Bagasse Perk $0.15 per bowl
Bagasse Karat Earth $0.18 per bowl
Palm Leaves PackNWood $0.53 per bowl
Bamboo, Plant Fibers World Centric $0.10 per bowl
Plant Fibers Responsible Products $0.08 per bowl
Uncoated Paper PackNWood $0.22 per bowl

Funded By

CalRecycle’d)

Funded by a grant from CalRecycle

Learn more: cityofirvine.org/sustainability-division

environmentalprograms@cityofirvine.org



https://cityofirvine.org/sustainability-division
https://www.staplesadvantage.com/perk-8482-pfas-free-compostable-paper-plates-6-white-250-pack-pk61286/product_24533898
https://www.staplesadvantage.com/perk-8482-pfas-free-compostable-paper-plates-9-white-250-pack-pk61287/product_24533897
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/compostable-plant-fiber-plates-p001n
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/disposable-sugarcane-plates-p004
https://www.wasserstrom.com/restaurant-supplies-equipment/plate-43-quot%3B-sq-palm-leaf-100-cs-6104358
https://www.wasserstrom.com/restaurant-supplies-equipment/plate-paper-9-quot%3B-fluted-1200-cs-6079221
https://www.ontimesupplies.com/ajmpp9grewh-white-paper-plates-9-dia-100-pack-10-packs-carton.html
https://www.foodservicedirect.com/us-no-pfas-added-sugarcane-fiber-disposable-bowl-32-ounce-300-per-pack-6-packs-per-case-23059135.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://greenerearthus.com/product/bagasse-round-bowl-natural-pfas-free/?
https://www.staplesadvantage.com/perk-8482-pfas-free-compostable-paper-bowls-12-oz-white-750-carton-pk61285ct/product_24533899
https://lollicupstore.com/products/karat-earth-40oz-pfas-free-bagasse-round-bowl-natural-500-pcs?
https://www.packnwood.com/palmbowl-palm-leaf-square-bowl-5-1-x-2-in-16oz/
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/compostable-sugarcane-bowls-bb8n
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/8-oz-classic-bowl-natural-plant-fiber
https://www.wasserstrom.com/restaurant-supplies-equipment/cup-kraft-8oz-36-quot%3Bx23-quot%3B-500-cs-6097500
https://www.verterra.com/collections/dinnerware-from-fallen-leaves/products/7x7-palm-leaf-plate-disposable-party-plate
mailto:environmentalprograms@cityofirvine.org

DRINKWARE

Material Brand/Link Price

Wheat Plant Stem Hay Straws $0.03 per straw
Wheat Plant Stem Hay Straws (Jumbo XL Straws) $0.10 per straw
Bamboo Bambu $0.26 per straw
Wheat Holy City Straw Company $0.09 per straw
Reed Plant Stems Holy City Straw Company $0.16 per straw
Paper Napkins.com $0.06 per straw
Paper Napkins.com (Jumbo) $0.06 per straw
Seaweed Loliware Contact Company for Pricing
Pasta Pasta Life $0.04 per straw
Pasta Pasta Life (Jumbo) $0.08 per straw
Cornstarch Corn Next $0.03 per straw
Water Grass Green Straws Contact Company for Pricing
Wheat Stems (Gluten-free) Green Straws Contact Company for Pricing
Sugarcane Green Straws Contact Company for Pricing
Rice Flour & Tapioca Starch Green Straws Contact Company for Pricing

Material Brand/Link Price

Plant Fiber Responsible Products $0.14 per cup

Paper Sofi $0.15 per cup
Uncoated Paper Bunzl $0.03 per cup
Uncoated Paper SOLO $0.14 per cup

Plant Fiber Responsible Products $0.24 per cup
Bagasse ECO SOUL $0.40 per cup
Bagasse Sincere EcoTech Contact Company for Pricing

COFFEE MACHINES (K-CUPS & ALTERNATIVES)

K-cups are made from plastic, and the puncturing process during brewing can contribute to microplastic exposure. To reduce plastic
waste and support healthier, more sustainable coffee options in City facilities, consider transitioning away from single-use coffee pods.

Recommended Alternatives:
e Switch from Keurig machines to a drip coffee maker or other pod-free coffee system.

e If a pod-based system is preferred, ensure proper recycling by using a K-cup recycling bin and following the Keurig K-Cycle recycling
process.

e Use a refillable, reusable K-cup pod with existing Keurig machines to eliminate single-use plastics.

For more information on K-Cup recycling options, visit Keurig’s K-Cycle Program: https://keurigkcycle.com/
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https://www.haystraws.com/products/original-hay-straws?variant=44335537062182
https://www.haystraws.com/products/jumbo-xl-straw?variant=28859353038882
https://www.bambuhome.com/collections/bamboo-straws/products/single-use-bamboo-straws
https://holycitystrawcompany.com/products/7-9-in-tall-wheat-straws
https://holycitystrawcompany.com/products/7-9-in-wrapped-boba-reed-straws
https://www.napkins.com/collections/paper-drinking-straws
https://www.napkins.com/products/7-75-in-black-striped-jumbo-paper-straws-4800-ct
https://www.loliware.com/straw
https://pasta.life/products/the-og-pasta-straw?variant=43417200853233
https://pasta.life/products/wide-guy-boba-pasta-straw?variant=43953762042097
https://www.cornnext.com/shop/p/corn-next-straws-775-6mm-natural
https://www.ecogreenstraws.com/grass-straws/
https://www.ecogreenstraws.com/wheat-straws/
https://www.ecogreenstraws.com/sugarcane-straws/
https://www.ecogreenstraws.com/rice-straws/
https://responsibleproducts.shop/products/16-oz-paper-hot-cup-brown?pr_prod_strat=e5_desc&pr_rec_id=df5275d60&pr_rec_pid=7036969353239&pr_ref_pid=7308579536919&pr_seq=uniform&selling_plan=446890007
https://www.sofiproducts.com/products/8oz
https://www.wasserstrom.com/restaurant-supplies-equipment/cup-cone-4-oz-5000-cs-6104598
https://www.ontimesupplies.com/sccu508nu-uncoated-paper-cups-hot-drink-8-oz-white-1000-carton.html?srsltid=AfmBOord6D5BzrhOW0N79qvRC7GS-smdD3viD47vt3BZYIH4NX32Mobs&
https://responsibleproducts.shop/products/16-oz-rigid-insulated-paper-cup-brown?variant=40905252995095&selling_plan=446890007
https://www.amazon.com/ECO-SOUL-Hot-Cups-Bagasse/dp/B0B2QZH227?th=1
https://www.sincerepacking.com/pfas-free-sustainable-disposable-9-oz-drinking-coffee-cups-natural-sugarcane-bagasse-fiber-sturdy-premium-party-cups?
mailto:environmentalprograms@cityofirvine.org

DRINKWARE

—_—

Stirrer Material Brand/Link Price

Wheat Stem Hay! Straws $0.023 per stirrer
Bamboo Cycle of Life $0.0009 per stirrer
Bamboo Cibo Wares $0.008 per stirrer
Bamboo World Centric $0.01 per stirrer
Wood amerCare Royal $0.01 per stirrer
Wood Choice $0.01 per stirrer
Wood Darling Foodservice $0.01 per stirrer
Wood Royal $0.007 per stirrer
Lid Material Brand/Link Price
Bagasse Karat Earth $0.06 per lid
Unbleached plant fiber World Centric $0.08 per lid
Unbleached plant fiber World Centric $0.08 per lid
Bamboo World Centric $0.10 per lid
Sugarcane fiber Eco-Products (sauce) $0.06 per lid
Bagasse Pulp Safe (soup) $0.34 per lid
AT Bagasse Karat Earth $0.07 per lid
S
Yy Lid Plug Material Brand/Link Price
\\ ( Bagasse Pak 360 $0.01 per lid plug
i Wood Food Packaging Online $0.04 per lid plug
J Poplar wood Pick On Us $0.06 per lid plug
Wood Pick On Us $0.07 per lid plug

Recommended Water Bottles

Material Brand/Link Price

Aluminum RAIN $1.25 per bottle
Aluminum Open Water $1.79 per bottle
Aluminum Open Water $1.17 per can
Aluminum CannedWater4Kids $0.99 per can
Aluminum CannedWater4Kids $1.95 per bottle
Aluminum Blue Can $1.25 per can
Aluminum Liquid Death $1.05 per can
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https://lollicupstore.com/products/bagasse-sipper-dome-lid-for-16-oz-hot-cup-natural-500-ct
https://www.haystraws.com/products/hay-stir-sticks?variant=44430375387430
https://www.shopcycleoflife.com/wholesale-shop/bamboo-stir-sticks
https://cibowares.com/products/7-bamboo-coffee-stirrers?srsltid=AfmBOopaFED2fNDPHsFs-pkSQ_9obo2pK4MrlppKDF-FkQAPqSFLZGyZ&
https://store.worldcentric.com/7.5-Bamboo-Stir-Stick?
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/compostable-wooden-coffee-stirrers-ws5000
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/choice-5-1-2-eco-friendly-unwrapped-wooden-coffee-drink-stirrer-bag/500UCSTIR5.html
https://www.wasserstrom.com/restaurant-supplies-equipment/stirrer-coffee-75-quot%3B-wooden-500-bx-6110093
https://www.staplesadvantage.com/royal-stir-stick-5-50-length-birch-wood-1000-box-natural/product_RPPR810BX
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/flat-lid-for-10-22-oz-no-tree-hot-or-cold-cups-no-added-pfas
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/fiber-lid-for-no-tree-8-oz-hot-cups-no-added-pfas-sip-lid
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/lid-for-8-oz-hot-cups-paper-hot-cup-lid-compostable
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/eco-products-vanguard-2-oz-compostable-no-pfas-added-sugarcane-portion-cup-lid-case/550EPSPCLID2NFA.html
https://www.restaurantware.com/products/pulp-safe-no-pfas-added-round-white-sugarcane-bagasse-lid-home-compostable-fits-15-oz-soup-cup-100-count-box?srsltid=AfmBOoqssfz64iYcOVleQcGHFZgLYMwdxPjNaMh7DdN2MZ3eYsDGE5D5
https://www.amazon.com/Karat-Earth-Bagasse-Sipper-Natural/dp/B09RZR4BSW/ref=sr_1_8?crid=MOBRD73MSGZ6&keywords=bagasse+lids&qid=1700250649&s=home-garden&sprefix=bagasse+lids%2Cgarden%2C510&sr=1-8
https://pak360.com.au/product/coffee-cup-lid-plugs-2000/
https://foodpackagingonline.com.au/products/cups/paper-coffee-cups/coffee-cup-lids/ccldstwo
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/wooden-coffee-lid-plug-poplar-wood-compostable
https://www.pickonus.com/products/wooden-coffee-lid-plug-coffee-cup-lid-splash-guard-1?variant=36782338474136
https://responsiblyrain.com/collections/rain-water-pure-mountain-spring-water/products/24-pack-rain-pure-mountain-spring-water
https://drinkopenwater.com/products/still-water-electrolytes
https://drinkopenwater.com/products/still-water-electrolytes-cans
https://www.cannedwater4kids.org/product/cw4k-canned-water-in-12-fl-oz-aluminum-cans/
https://www.cannedwater4kids.org/product/cw4k-premium-water-in-aluminum-bottles/
https://bluecanh2o.com/
https://liquiddeath.com/products/mountainwater?srsltid=AfmBOoqcEuV-yGi9X_HCVzu-OQSBj3jxCnJlE4kE6v1L78wvpkQe5tja
mailto:environmentalprograms@cityofirvine.org
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